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Camp Ascend 2012
June 6-9 - The LBC Student Ministries 
helped plant a new Summer Camp in 
Missouri with other like-minded churches.
It was a special privilege to have our own 
Ken Ramey and Adam Tyson teach as well 
as having our youth band, Atoned For, led 
worship the whole week.  Most of all, it  was 
a joy to see our students be challenged to 
consider if Christ really is at the center of 
their lives. September - October 2012



GETTING BACK 
IN THE 
SPIRITUAL 
GROOVE
by Ken Ramey              
Pastor-Teacher

At the end of the summer, it’s not not 
uncommon for Christians to feel distant 
from the Lord and dry in their soul.  During 
the summer months we typically get out of 
our normal schedules and routines, we go 
on vacations, things are generally more laid 
back, and it’s easy to become lazy.  This 
naturally affects our spiritual disciplines.  
Our time spent communing with God in His 
Word and prayer often becomes sporadic 
a n d i n s o m e c a s e s n o n - e x i s t e n t .  
Neglecting, rushing, or simply going through 
the motions of our “quiet time” inevitably 
results in a cold, dreary heart toward God 
and a lack of zeal for His glory.   That might 
be the condition of your heart right now.  
But it doesn’t have to remain that way.  
My own heart was recently encouraged 
when I read the August 11 entry of 
Spurgeon’s classic devotional Morning and 
Evening.  Here is what he wrote:

Numbers  of Christians  can view the past 
with  pleasure, but regard the present 
with dissatisfaction; they look back 
upon  the days  which they have passed 
in  communing with  the Lord as  being 
the sweetest and the best they have 
ever known, but as  to the present, it is 
clad in a sable garb of gloom and 
dreariness. Once they lived near to 
Jesus, but now they feel that they have 
wandered from Him, and they say, "O 
that I were as  in  months  past!" They 
complain  that they have lost their 
evidences, or that they have not present 
peace of mind, or that they have no 
enjoyment in the means  of grace, or that 
conscience is  not so tender,  or that they 
have not so much zeal for God's  glory. 

The causes  of this  mournful state of 
things  are manifold. It may arise through 
a comparative neglect of prayer,  for a 
neglected closet is  the beginning of all 
spiritual decline. Or it may be the result 
of idolatry. The heart has  been occupied 
with  something else, more than with 
God; the affections  have been set on 
the things  of earth, instead of the things 
of heaven. A jealous  God will not be 
content with  a divided heart; He must 
be loved first and best. He will withdraw 
the sunshine of His  presence from a 
cold, wandering heart.  Or the cause 
may be found in  self-confidence and 
self-righteousness. Pride is  busy in the 
heart, and self is  exalted instead of lying 
low at the foot of the cross. Christian, if 
you are not now as  you "were in months 
past," do not rest satisfied with wishing 
for a return of former happiness, but go 
at once to seek your Master, and tell 
Him your sad state. Ask His  grace and 
strength to help you to walk more 
closely with  Him; humble yourself 
before Him, and He will lift you up, and 
give you yet again  to enjoy the light of 
His  countenance. Do not sit down to 
sigh  and lament; while the beloved 
Physician lives  there is  hope, nay there 
is  a certainty of recovery for the worst 
cases.

As we move into the Fall season and get 
back into our regular routines at work, 
school,  and church, let me encourage you 
to get back into a the groove of spending 
time with God on a daily basis.  Begin by 
admitting  to Him where you are at spiritually, 
confess any self-confidence or self-
righteousness, put off anything that has 
distracted your heart from Him, and ask Him 
to revive your passion for Him and restore 
your intimacy with Him and grant you the 
grace and strength to read His Word and 
pray every day.  
Be sure to set a consistent time and place 
for your daily devotions.  It also helps to 
have some sort of reading plan rather than 

just turning to “wherever the Spirit leads 
you.”  For instance, pick a book of the Bible 
and read a chapter or two a day until you’re 
finished and then go on to another one.  Or 
you can choose a short book, l ike 
Lamentations or Philippians, and read 
through it every day for thirty days.  If you’ve 
never developed the habit of having  a “quiet 
time” before, you could start by reading  a 
Psa lm a day o r the P rove rb tha t 
corresponds with the day of the month.  
Whatever plan you choose, the key is 
walking away from your time in God’s Word 
with a verse or phrase or word or principle 
or command or warning or promise that you 
can mull over and apply during the course 
of your day.  
The first step to implementing biblical truth 
into your life is to pray about it.  Talking to 
God about what you just read is the most 
natural way to transition into a time of 
prayer.  Then take a moment to praise and 
thank God for who He is and what He has 
done for you. Confess any sin in your life 
and then spend the remainder of your 
prayer time interceding for your family 
members, your neighbors, coworkers, 
classmates, fellow church members, and 
our church along with its  various ministries 
and missionaries. 
It always takes a few weeks to get back in 
the groove of work or school, and it’s the 
same when it comes to getting back close 
to God.  So start small and stick with it and 
you will once again enjoy the sweet 
sunshine of His presence in your life.
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  
The Transforming Power of the Gospel  by Jerry Bridges

The apostle Paul writes that we are to be transformed, but for many Christians, 
figuring out how to approach spiritual transformation can be elusive. Best-selling 
author Jerry Bridges helps us understand that we have available to us  the ultimate 
power source for true spiritual growth: the gospel.

Beginning September 20 & 21, the LBC Ironmen will be reading through The 
Transforming Power of the Gospel. Join us on the five Thursday nights or Friday 
mornings leading up to ManCamp for a large group discussion followed by small 
group interaction.  
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Grow Groups Sign Ups

Look for this flyer 
and sign up on the patio 

for a Grow Group 
this Sunday!

SEPT 9Please prayerfu l ly consider 

which Grow Group would be 

best for you to attend.  A list of 

Grow Groups is  provided on the 

other side of this sheet.

Are you looking for a way to build close relationships with other believers?

Are you eager to better understand God’s Word and how it applies to your life?

Do you have a desire for regular encouragement, support, and accountability?

Do you want to grow spiritually?
Then you need to be part of a Grow Group.

Our Grow Group ministry is  designed to effectively shepherd 

and disciple everyone who considers LBC their home.  It is  our 

desire to create a context where four things can happen:

� CONNECT
help people build close, edifying 

relationships 

� COUNSEL
help people understand and apply 

God’s Word to their lives

� CHANGE
help people along the path of 

spiritual maturity

� CARE
help people to practice the             

“one anothers” of Scripture 

There is no better way to grow in your 

relationship with Jesus Christ than by being 

in a dynamic discipleship environment 

provided by a Grow Group.

Lakeside Bible Church | Montgomery



THE SECRET 
OF BEING 
CONTENT
by Adam Tyson              
Associate Pastor | 
Student Ministries & Outreach

Be still. Close your eyes. Think for a moment 
about all the things you want in life.  Maybe 
it’s a promotion at work. Maybe it’s to get 
married and have kids. Maybe it’s to get a 
new car. Maybe you want an all expenses 
paid perfect vacation. Maybe it’s good 
health,  restored relationships,  or just the 
ability to pay bills this month.  We all want 
things,  good things—things we feel we need 
or deserve. The problem is that if we are not 
careful, this will lead us down a path of 
discontentment.
Listen to the Apostle Paul’s words to the 
church of Philippi, “For me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). This 
pretty much sums up the goal of our lives 
and the hope of our future. Think about it—
you have everything  you could ever need or 
want in Christ.  And He is  more amazing  than 
any of your desires. Contentment doesn’t 
come from things,  conditions, or externals. 
Contentment comes from Christ who lives in 
every genuine believer.  The Bible teaches 
that godliness with contentment is great 
gain (1 Timothy 6:6). In other words, living a 
godly life for Jesus out of a love and 
satisfaction in the gospel is a life-changing 
way to live. It’s not about wishing  that you 
had more.  It’s about meditating on what you 
have in Christ.
There is nothing you need or want that 
compares with Chr ist . Not a good 
education, not a worthy career, or even a 
happy marriage. Those things are certainly 
blessings from God and I’m not knocking 
them by any means.  I’m just comparing 

them to Christ. Compared to Christ they all 
come in a very, very distant second. Paul 
said he had learned the secret of being 
content even when he didn’t have it all. His 
contentment and strength came from Christ 
(Philippians 4:12-13). 
The next time your are feeling  low, looking 
down, or struggling with your emotions. 
Don’t go and buy something, don’t turn on 
the TV. Don’t have a drink. Looking  for a lift 
in those things is an insult to the glories of 
Christ who loves you, fills you, and satisfies 
like no other.  Think about how much He 
loves you. Remember how He saved you. 
Dwell on all the blessings He has given you 
starting with the fact that He died for you 
not only to save you but to sanctify you by 
His grace and for His glory. You are His. 
How can you not be blown away and 
completely  contented in the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ?

SAFE & SECURE
by Kelli Ramey              
Director of Women’s Ministries

As women we often battle 
thoughts of “what if” or “if 
only” questions when it 
comes to our future or our 

past.  And, many times we ponder the “why” 
question of the present. When we think this 
way we lack faith in the sovereignty of God 
which may lead to feelings of insecurity or 
anxiety. God knows we will face these sinful 
thoughts and feelings at some point in our 
lives, if not on a daily basis, and so He gives 
us scriptural encouragement when we do in 
order to fight those temptations. Some of 
the verses I run to when I am tempted to 
think this way are, Proverbs 3:5-7,Psalm 
46:10, Psalm 61:1-2,  Psalm 103:1-4, 
Philippians 4:6-8, and my new favorite after 
hearing  our pastor preach on Isaiah 40 is 

verse 31 with the very clear instruction given 
by God to “wait” on Him.  
Dear sisters, if you are anything like me, you 
know how difficult it is to steer away from 
such destructive thinking  and speculations 
and truly “wait” on the Lord for counsel, 
comfort and answers! I experienced many 
moments this summer, as we were away, 
thinking “what if”, “if only”, and “why” 
questions. None of these moments honored 
the Lord because I was not trusting  in His 
sovereign rule over my life and all the 
circumstances He had ordained for me. The 
fact is  that God “formed my inward parts, 
and wove me in my mother’s womb….He 
saw my unformed substance and the days 
that were ordained for me” even before I 
was born (Ps. 139:13,16)!  God Almighty not 
only created my body,  but He also created 
my daily  schedule for every day I would live 
and every event of my life! What comfort this 
brings when the trials come, the pain 
increases, or the unknown fears of the future 
rush into my mind. He is in control, always 
has been, always will be!!
A quote from C. H. Spurgeon which I read 
this summer gave me great peace as I 
meditated on the sovereignty of God: “At the 
last it shall be clearly seen that in every 
chosen vessel of mercy,  Jehovah did as He 
willed with His own; and that in every part of 
the work of grace He accomplished His 
purpose, and glorified His own name.”
Another opportunity we will have to learn 
how to war against these sinful thoughts will 
come this Fall as we study the book “Loving 
God With All Your Mind” by Elizabeth 
George.  She will help show us how to run to 
God’s Word when our mind runs in the 
wrong direction! This book has been an 
extremely  helpful tool in my life and I trust it 
will be in yours, as well!   See you on 
September 10th or 11th!
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Spiritual Life Conference Wednesday Night 
Activities Begin
  Time: 6:30-8:00pm

  Word of Life Club for Children 
	 (Pre K - 6th Grade)
  220 for Students
	 (Jr. High & High School)
  The Bridge for Adults 

  Thursdays 7:00-8:15pm
   - Led by Rusty Koch
  Fridays 6:00-7:15am
   - Led by Ken Ramey

SEPT 7-9 SEPT 12

LOVe      selFVS

1   C O R I N T H I A N S   1 3
S p e c i a l  G u e s t  S p e a k e r

BYRON YAWN

SEPT 10 & 11 SEPT 20 & 21

Fall Bible Study 2012
  Monday Nights 7:00pm
  Tuesday Mornings 9:30am

Book available for $12 in the LBC 
Resource Center



Life At Lakeside 
Membership Class 
  Four Week Class
  Oct 7, 14, 21 & 28

If you are interested, please sign up in 
the foyer, pick up a Membership Packet 
and follow the instructions.

1 8 9 4 0  F r e e p o r t  D r .     |     M o n t g o m e r y ,  T X  7 7 3 5 6
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Uganda

Good News Club Begins
The Good News Club for Stewart Creek Elementary 
is starting up again this Fall.   Volunteers are needed 
so if you are interested in participating please 
contact Mike Goins at (936) 582-4609.

 Tuesdays 3:20-5:15pm

DNOW

  @ Pine Cove ◆ Outback
  Special Guest

SCOTT ARDAVANISOCT 2 - Nov 6

OCT 5-7

OCT 25-27

 Special Guest

JON ANDERSON

OCT 7

Weekly Schedule● SUNDAY
 	 8:00am	 Worship Service
 	 9:30am	 Equipping Hour
 	 10:45am	 Worship Service
 	 6:00pm	 College Bible Study

● MONDAY
 	 7:00pm	 Women of Excellence Bible Study | beginning Sept 10

● TUESDAY
	  9:30am	 Women of Excellence Bible Study | beginning Sept 11

● WEDNESDAY
 	 6:30pm	 Nursery/Toddler Care | beginning Sept 12
                    	 WOL Club 	(Pre-K to 6th Grade) | beginning Sept 12
	 	 220	 (Grades 7th-12th) | beginning Sept 12
	 	 The Bridge 	 (Adults) | beginning Sept 12

● THURSDAY
 	 7:00pm	 IRONMEN Bible Study | beginning Sept 20

● FRIDAY
 	 6:00am	 IRONMEN Bible Study | beginning Sept 21
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